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OUR COVER 3

Editor's note: Arlen Chase describes the unveiling of one of the most
beautiful artifacts that he and his wife, Diane Chase, have discovered
during their excavations at the ancient city of Caracol in the Central i
American country Belize. The photograph on the cover was taken by

Diane Chase.

At first it looked like nothing — a
large stone located in a small open chamber.
Yet, we were over six yards deep in Caracol’s
Temple of the Wooden Lintel. A pit had been
cut through the floor, covered with
large stones and then sealed. So,
something besides a rock could
have been placed there.

After removing the
covering slabs, it became clear
that no ordinary stone
occupied the hole. Visible on
one corner of the gray rock
was a circular area sealed with
red clay. The stone was hollow!

We carefully recorded the position
of the container, lifted it out of the
hole and took it to the archaeology
laboratory at our camp. There we
lifted the stone’s lid. The day was
February 20, 1991.

Inside the stone, the preservation
was fantastic. A piece of cloth hung _
off the edge of a jadeite earflare /£
and was draped over the top '
with a large seashell. This shell
formed part of a pair that held
the main offering. A pearl lay
near the edge of the bottom
shell in a bed of small pebbles
of malachite. A large jadeite bead
also protruded above the many stones.
Shimmering at the bottom of the stone was a
pool of silver mercury. The visible contents
of the deposit were so spectacular that we
decided to wait on the full excavation of the

This drawing by Joe Ballay shows how the various parts of the

stone until appropriate video equipment was
on hand to record the moment.

That moment did not come until March
22, 1991. For a month, the stone sat untouched
in the laboratory; it was occasionally opened
only to marvel at the preserved cloth or

the mercury. Little did we realize what
else rested inside the rock.

After the video shots were
taken, the visible contents of the
deposit were drawn. The cloth, the

"} pearl and a partially preserved seed
-] were then removed. Next, the
malachite pebbles were slowly picked
out, one at a time. Finally the earflare
was brought out of the container. It
was now necessary to remove the large
upper shell in order to see what else was
inside. With a little difficulty, it came out

¢ of the opening through the rock.

Immediately there were exclamations and
“ooh” and “aahs.”
Beneath the shell, bedded on a layer
‘ of powdered red hematite within the
~-._ lower shell, lay one of the larger
jadeite heads we had ever seen.
It peered up at us after 2,000
years of blackness. Its crevices
were dusted with the red powder
on which it lay. A separate jadeite
claw pendant was at its neck. The
jadeite bead noted earlier was
positioned as its right earflare; a red shell
bead formed its left earring. The whole
scene was dramatic, totally unexpected, and
all on video.

Copyright 1991 Arlen Chase. Reprinted
originally in Belize Today.

discovery (featured on the front cover) looked as they were lifted out
of the hollow stone where they had been placed centuries ago.
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John Morris came to the States to earn a degree from UCF
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in Central America,
which will redefine how
we view the ancient

Maya people.
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TWO UCF ARCHAEOLOGISTS, DIANE Z.
AND ARLEN F. CHASE, BEGIN THEIR
NINTH YEAR OF EXCAVATING THE
ANCIENT MAYA CITY OF CARACOL IN
CENTRAL AMERICA. THEIR FINDINGS
POINT TO NEW BELIEFS ABOUT THE
MAYA CIVILIZATION.

t's the job of
archaeologists to clear
the cobwebs away
from the eyes of the
living as well as the bones of
the dead.

While uncovering the tomb of
an ancient king, archaeologists
Arlen and Diane Chase
discovered that our vision of the
Maya civilization will indeed be
clarified if not shaken up. The
excavation was the culminating
find that has led the team to
challenge current Maya history.

Eight years of research in
Central America at one of the
largest and least known Maya
sites — Caracol — reveal that
these ancient peoples did not
perish during a class struggle
between an elite priesthood and
the peasants as has been
believed. Instead, the Chases’
research points to self-
destruction through widespread
warfare that lasted many years
between the major cities, of
which Caracol was one of the
more successful during the sixth
century. Until now, the cause for
the disappearance of the
ancient Maya civilization had
remained a mystery

But the Chases’ research will
render even a greater impact
on the Maya history books. The
findings by the Chases will force
a rethinking of our basic %
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Opposite page, this architectural rendering was drawn by Joe
Ballay, who teaches at Carnegie Mellon University. It shows how the
eastern-side temple on top of the pyramid Caana must have
looked in the sixth century. Above, Arlen and Diane Chase record
information about their findings inside a royal tomb, which they
uncovered during the spring of 1992 at Caracol. Photo by B. Fuller.






