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In the dense jungles of Belize, UCF's international
reputation grows as two professors and their eager i

students unearth the secrets of the Maya.

Window into the
Ancient World

BY JACK ROTH, ‘94

Gaining worldwide recognition in the remote and
unwelcoming jungles of Belize is no easy task. As Arlen

and Diane Chase will tell you, there’s nothing glamorous
about what they do. Their humble dispositions suggest
they are merely two anthropology professors who have
worked hard searching for answers regarding the mys-
teries of ancient civilizations. The reality, however, is
that their collective research at Caracol in Belize has
reaped immeasurable benefits for UCF students and the
university’s Department of Sociology and Anthropology.

The Maya were a fascinating people. Originating in
the Yucatan by 1200 B.C., they once occupied a vast b
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Members of the UCF Board of Trustees climb the steps of Canaa,
the largest pyramidal building at the Caracol site in Belize. 2| Stucco
hieroglyphic text from Structure B19 on Caana (2002). 3| In the 13
years since the cover photo of Caana was taken, the pyramid has
been fully uncovered and now looks like this (2005). 4| Diane Chase
enters a tomb in Structure B19 (2001). 5| Arlen Chase excavates a
cache in Structure B42 (2005). 6| Decoration on a vase recovered
from a tomb in Structure B19 (2001). 7| Shoshana Caplan, ‘04,
excavates in Structure D11 (2003). &| Stucco face from Caana
excavations (2001). Years in parentheses refer to the timeline on page 25.

The Maya believed that caves served
as entrances to the underworld. The
Rio Frio cave entrance is located 26
miles north of Caracol.

www.ucfalumni.com

“All goes well. Amy got stung
by a scorpion, but did lab
night anyway. ... Structure
A10: Investigations at the
base of the structure have
revealed a series of floors

abutting and going under the

stairs. The summit excava-
tions have also revealed
evidence of an earlier
construction, including

a ripped out structural
pier. At this point, we
still are not sure about
the construction date(s)
on the building.”

Diane Ch journal entry

Wednesday, March 10, 1999
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geographic area in Central America.
Their civilization extended to parts of
what are now Mexico, Honduras and El
Salvador, as well as most of Guatemala
and Belize. From the third to the ninth
century, Classic Maya civilization pro-
duced awe-inspiring temples and pyra-
mids, highly accurate calendars, mathe-
matics and hieroglyphic writing, and a
complex social and political order. This
great civilization collapsed quickly,
however, leaving many questions for
those who study its impressive remains.
For more than 20 years, the Chases
have been focusing on gathering the
evidence that will eventually yield
answers to these questions. Since 1983,
they've been directing the Caracol
Archaeological Project (part of the cer-
tificate program in Maya Studies) as
part of an international research part-
nership with the Belizean government
and its Institute of Archaeology (I0A).
Diane Chase, project director and
interim assistant vice president for
International and Interdisciplinary
Studies, describes the educational
and research benefits of the project:
“Caracol is important for understanding
ancient Maya Civilization, and the
investigations have an impact for us
today in terms of sustainable agricul-
ture, impact on enhanced group identi-
ty, and the development of urbanism
in a non-western setting. But most of
all, the work at Caracol reminds us of
how fragile civilization can be and of
the potential ways of doing things that
are very different from our own.”

AN INVALUABLE LEARNING
EXPERIENCE

The work at Caracol involves
students in the hands-on process
and represents a rare opportunity for
them to gain invaluable international
research experience. According to
Diane Chase, students learn specific
content knowledge (archaeology,
ancient Maya), but also critical think-
ing (they need to learn what to look
for and how to make interpretations
of the past using only material cul-

ture) and communication skills (they
must communicate with tourists,
visitors and the Belizean crew).

“They learn different ways of
looking at things, the value of team-
work, and research by involvement in
an actual research project,” she added.
“Most people think about international
education in terms of short-term study
abroad or international exchange pro-
grams, but there are international
research efforts like Caracol that
involve students in learning by doing.”

The concept of “learning by doing”
has produced positive results for both
UCF and the Belizean government, as
students have helped to enhance
research both at the Caracol site and in
the field of anthropology in general.

Currently, two of the three associ-
ate directors of the I0A (Brian Woodye
and John Morris) graduated from UCF
with bachelor’s degrees in anthropolo-
gy. A third Belizean student, Melissa
Badillo, is a junior anthropology major
at UCF and the first recipient of the
Judy Glick Memorial Scholarship. When
she graduates, Badillo will be the only
female member of the IOA with a bach-
elor’s degree.

INSPIRED PROTEGES

Brian Woodye, ‘94, was born and
raised in Belize. His lifelong interest in
ancient civilizations brought the Chases’
work to his attention at an early age.
As a 19-year-old staff member at the
I0A (then known as the Department of
Archaeology), he worked on getting

ipermits for the Chases. Once inspired by
their work, he decided to attend UCF
and earn his degree in anthropology.

In 1993, he spent his first season
in the field at Caracol, and it changed
his life forever.

“The experiénce of excavating
large structures and getting to work in
the jungle with the Chases was incredi-
ble,” he said. “Most students never
leave the classroom; it’s all books, lec-
tures and films, so the Caracol project
represents a unique opportunity.”

Today, Woodye, who married Katie
(Pope), ‘94, whom he met as a student
at Caracol, helps manage all archaeolog-
ical sites in Belize. He ensures that visi-
tors have good experiences, and he
helps to maintain pristine environments
on the project sites. He credits UCF with
giving him a broader perspective of his
field that has enabled him to apply
effective management skills. He also
credits the Chases with helping make
his childhood dreams become a reality.

“To many people archaeology is all
glory and fun, but the reality is that it’s
tough work,” he said. “The Chases offer
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students the opportunity to see what
archaeological field work is really like.
Their guidance and inspiration is the best
learning experience a student can get.”
Melissa Badillo took field notes,
washed and catalogued artifacts, and
woke up every day to monkeys “sere-
nading” her during her six-week pro-
gram in Caracol. Working in the jungle
was hard to get used to, but it gave
her a greater appreciation for the work

graduates from UCF with a degree in
anthropology (spring 2006), she will
return home to Belize and apply her
experiences in a positive way.

“I can say that I worked in
Caracol, which for a Belizean is very
prideful,” she said. “The Chases taught
me so much, and everyone in the field
knows of their work at Caracol. Other
archaeologists always mention them, so
me having worked with them puts a
notch in my belt.”

Badillo has enjoyed her UCF expe-
rience, as well. Her anthropology class-
es are giving her a broad base of
knowledge that she hopes to apply to

i

Preserving His Heritage

John Morris, ‘88, didn't expect to be locked up with
drug dealers in Miami on his way to attend classes at
the University of Central Florida. But that's exactly what
happened to him.

In 1984, Monris left his home country of Belize to
study anthropology at UCF. When he arrived at the
Miami airport holding the wrong kind of visa, immigra-
tion officials took him into custody. UCF professor and
renowned anthropologist Arlen Chase flew to south
Florida to vouch for him and bring him back to the uni-
versity, where he studied with Chase and his wife, Diane.

“The Chases are great teachers, and they provide the
right environment for young students to get a compre-

The Chases inspired Morris to continue on to earn
master’s and doctoral degrees in anthropology at UCLA.
Through it all, he has stayed connected with Caracol.

“The Caracol project allowed me to realize that in
order to accomplish anything in life we need to set

Morris’ education and experience as one of the prin-
: : hensive overview of archaeological techniques combined cipal site managers at Caracol taught him how to man-
archaeologists do in general. When she with ical work in the field,” Morris sail age a large project fonrsity fi'a very hostile

Jjungle setting and be responsible for other people
working on a project. Today, as the associate director
of research and education in Belize's Institute of
Archaeology, he’s using those lessons to manage and
preserve the archaeological heritage of his native land.

her job with the I0A. She worked for
the I0A before coming to Orlando and
wants to return to their research
department. Her role would include
maintaining the Caracol site, as well
as other archaeological sites.

“I want to contribute in as many
ways as I can to the institute for both
tourism and research,” she said. “From a
historical standpoint, it’s very important,
and I want to maintain the relationship
I have with the Chases and the partner-
ship they have with our government.”

UCF TOUR OF BELIZE

On March 7 - 12, 2005, members
of UCF's Board of Trustees, as well as
faculty, staff and alumni, made the
journey to Belize to see the Caracol
project up close. Among those who

i

bought tickets for the UCF Alumni
Association travel program’s first trip
to Central America were UCF President
John Hitt and his wife, Martha.

Rick Lee, ‘85, president and CEO
of Citizens Bank of Oviedo and former
UCF trustee, also made the trip. He dis-
covered the hardships of field work in
a foreign country almost immediately,
as he and Dr. Hitt had to push their
passenger van at the Belize airport in
order to initiate a jump-start. In spite
of this initial inconvenience, Lee still
raves about the trip.

“It was incredible. I've been all over
the place, but this was one of the most
wonderful trips I've ever been on,” he
said. “There’s no way to describe what
we saw, but suffice to say the partner-
ship between UCF and the Belizean gov-
ernment is going very well.”

Lee believes the reputation of UCF
has been enhanced greatly due to the
efforts of the Chases. What impressed P

1| These visitors got a special guided tour of Caracol
during the UCF Alumni Association’s travel program
trip to Belize trip in March. 2| Intact tomb dating

to ca. A.D. 500 from within Structure B42 (2005).
3| UCF student Melissa Badillo excavates a Terminal
Classic building north of Structure B36 (2004).

4| Drs. Chase stand with Brian Woodye, ‘94, (center),
a Belize native who at age 19 helped get permits
for the Chases’ archaeological expeditions. He was
so inspired by their work and Caracol itself that he
decided to attend UCF (2005).
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