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 bases that generate them do not need to be imposed
 wholesale to be of use in comparative history and an-
 thropology. I would only argue that aspects of the galac-
 tic-polity model do lead us to focus on structural charac-
 teristics and dynamics central to an understanding of
 the variability and the instability of Maya states. Even
 with the new rich epigraphic data, we need comparative
 ethnography and history to provide alternative interpre-
 tations of Maya culture history and to provide historio-
 graphic guidelines for the interpretation of the propagan-
 distic elite "emic" perspective of Maya monumental
 inscriptions. Unlike some cynics, I agree completely
 with Marcus, Schele, Freidel, Mathews, Stuart, Hous-
 ton, Grube, and others that the inscriptions provide our
 best data for the interpretation of Maya political organi-
 zation (see, e.g., Marcus I976, i983b, I992, I993; Ma-
 thews I985, I988, I99I; Culbert I988; Schele and
 Freidel I990; Stuart and Houston I989). They can do so,
 however, only when this historical record is skeptically
 processed by historiographic interpretation guided by
 comparative history and ethnography. Mayanists should
 not isolate themselves from comparative anthropology
 and history.

 In the coming decades, models of Maya political dy-
 namics should be generated from epigraphic data and
 comparative studies and then tested, as the Chases and
 others are doing, by archaeological and ethnohistorical
 researches. Such projects, instead of seeking to discover
 the true form of the Maya state, should focus on the
 central issues of Maya political history: the instability
 and variability of Maya politics, the phenomenon of the
 collapse, and the failure of any of the Classic period's
 lowland political formations to give rise to urban, nucle-
 ated, and economically powerful Postclassic states. As
 we wrestle with these issues we should remember that
 our greatest challenges-and our frustrations-come
 from the protean nature of the Maya state itself.
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